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Slte 11 School of Musu: Platlng Shop
Site 16 Pole #425 PCB Capacitor Spill

Removal Action Update

excavator. Hand wols were used to remove the piping and

soil side of the shup because of e small work area, The

last task was to collect random samples of e soil reinaining

in the open pit and the trenches from the excavation. These

soil samples were scnt to an offsitc lab to cnsure that [ o M)_
remediation goals were achieved. Phase I was complete by m
Nnvember 17, 199§ ?

INTRODUCTION

‘The Installanon Restoration (IR) Pragram is an angoing
Department of Defense program conducted at military bases
nationwide to identity and address potential human health and
environmental tmpacts as the result of past waste disposal
praclices. Tlhis [acl sheel is one in 4 series, informing
interested citizens about the environniental investigations and
cleanup actions being conduced under the IR Program at the
Naval Amphibious Base (NAB) Little Creek.

]
The analytical results confirmed that the soil remaining met
regulatory cleanup siandards. Phase [ began Janvary 22,
1996. IT Corp backfilled the open pil and trenches. They
also replaced the necessary piping and flooring inside the
(orer pladng shop. The arca was reseeded in March., Both
phases of the Removal Action were completed witiout safely
accidenis and no further 1clecases to the environment.
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This fact sheet is an wpdate to two previous fact shects “Sitc
11, Removal Action. Former School of Music Plating Shop”
and “Site 16, Remnval Action, Pole #425-PCR Capacitor

Spill.”

SITE 11 PROFILE

The School of Music Plating Shop was located behind e
Schaal of Music, Ruilding 3602 (sce figure), During its
period of operation from 1964 to 1974, the Plating Shop used
a variety of hcavy metal platng baths. cyanide, lacquer, and
lacquer stripper. The site consisted of an underground

The Final Closeout Report for the Removal Action was
completed hy September 1996. No changes were made from
the Draft Final that had heen suhmined for regulatory and
public review, Two rounds of groundwater monitoring were
completed in May and December of 1996 to ensure that the
removal action had been successtul. ‘T'he results fram both
rounds indicated that the meaals present in the groundwaler
pused no risk to human heaith or the environment. However,

concrete fank used (o neutralize the solutions from the shop
and clay piping running from the tank to a storm drain.
Sampling revealed high concentrations of heavy metals like
chromium, cadinium, and lead in the lank.

SITE 11 REMOVAL ACTION

Recause the lank posed a potential release hazard, the Navy
removed the tank, the piping, and the surrounding sail, The
Removal Action was comnpleted by 1T Corporation and split
nto two phases. ‘The first phase began November 6, 1595.
First, te top (wo feel of unallecied soil was removed and
stockpiled offsite for use as fill in the second phase. Then
the piping and the nk were removed. The piping was
cvacuated before it was broken into manageable pieces. No
liquid was spilled during removal of the piping. To remove
the tank. the top was broken off to remove the contents of the
1ank. Then, the empry tank and two feet of soil below and
surreunding the tank were removed. Finally, another three
feet of soil was excavated below the piping. Operations
ourside of the plating shop were completed using an

twy vrganic solvents which huad been previously detected
were still present. Further investigations 1o determiue the
cxtent and source of the organic conlaminants was
recommended in the Final Groundwater Monitaring Report,
completed February 1998.
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SITE 16 PROFILE

Sire 16 15 located on Amphibious Drive. approximately 300
feet east of the intersection with Helicopter Road (sce
figure). The base campground is to the south and the
Hampron Roads Sanitation District (HRSD) Sewage
‘I'reatent Plant is to the wast. As a result of a lightning
strike in the early [980s, thie capacitor on pole #425 leaked
less than 5 gallons of dielectric fluid containing
Polyctdurinaed Biphenyls (PCBs). The affecied area was
approximately 1080 square feet surrounding the pule.

SITE 16 REMOVAL ACTION

A Corrective Measures Plan approved by the Virginia
Departiient of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and the US
Environntental Protection Agency (EPA) was prepared o
cvaluate cleanup options. Removal of the affected soil and
disposal in a Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) approved
landfill was selected as the best cleanup option. The Navy
Public Warks Center (PWC) Norfolk began the Removal
Action March [3. 1995. Heavy construction cquipment was
used to excavate some of the soil, but hand tools were used to
remove much of the soif because of numerous undergronngd
utilities. The excavated soil, water used to clean the tools,
and orher contaminated debris (utility pole, fencing, trees,
framing) were transported o the approved landfill. A romal
of 6O tons of debris was disposed.

The aren of excavation was slighdy greater than specified in
the plans and slightly deeper than the plaed two feet,
Remaval of the soil was expected o take three weeks.
However, due to inclement weather and densc vegettion,
excavation was completed in the last week of May, After
excavation was completed, random samples of the remaining
soil were taken to confirm that cleanup levels had been
amained. All samples taken mert the regulatory standard of 10
parts per million PCBs in the soil.
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The removal action complicd with all applicable
environmental federal, state, and Jocal regulations as well as
health and safety requirements. There were no adverss
incidents, injuries, or indications of airbome contamination
leaving the site during de removal,

Resotration of the sitc included backfilling and grading the
excavated area. The area was reseeded with grass and the
utility pole was replaced. Site restoration was completed by
the first week of July 1995,

Groundwalcr monitoring was not required at Sitc 16 because
of the immobile nature of PCBs and previous sampling
results that showed the PCBs did not leach to groundwaler.
Unlike the metal cowarninants at Site 11, which could have
impacted the groundwater beneath the site and thierefore
required manitaring, PCBs arc largely insoluble and
immobile. PCBs have a tendency to adsorb onto soil and
gencrally do not dissolve into percolating rainwater to leach
W groundwater.

The Draft Final Closcout Report for the Removal Action was
submmilled for regulatory and public review in June, 1996, It
was finalized with no conunents or changes in September,
1996, The Closeour Report documents the implementation of
all appropniate and reguired response actions through
successful completion of the Removal Action and auwainment
of cleanup standards. No further response or action is
required. Therefore, as of Scptember, 1996, Sitc 16
officially attained “No Further Response Action Planned”
(NFRAP) status. Site 16 is the firsr Installation Restoration
Site to be officially closed.

CONTACT FOR MORE
INFORMATION

Commanding Officer N464

NAR Lirle Creek

2600 Tarawa Court, Spire 1(N)
Norfolk, VA 23521-3297
757-363-4571 FAX 757-464-7060
c-mail: envirke@norfolk. navy.mil

INFORMATION REPOSITORIES

Information Repositories comain a1l docurnents and

mformation pertaining to the IR Program and are available

for the public to review, The four rcpositories are at:

" NAB Linle Creek Library @ Buyside Arca Library
Building 3004/ 8th St. 936 Independence Bivd.

464-7691 VA Beach, VA 23455
460-7518
“Little Creck Library @"Central Libracy

7853 Tuarpon Place
Norfolk, VA 23518

4100 Virginia Beach Blvd
VA Beach, VA 23452

: . 441-1751 -
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